WWW.OCOTC.ORG

OCOTC (OURIER

AKC LICENSED 942-2388

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE OKLAHOMA CITY OBEDIENCE
TRAINING CLUB

APRIL 2007

President: Angie Dayton

Editor: Barbara Wood

APRIL MEETING

The April meeting will be the Will Rogers Garden
Center Tuesday, April 17, 2007, at 7:30 pm.

THINKING OF YOU

Please keep Barbara Holland, Betty Ogle, Frances
Durrett and Marilyn Lindsay in your thoughts and prayers.

THERAPY DOG TEST
The next Therapy Dog/CGC test will be held on
April 26™ at 7:00pm. Please register early as space is
limited.

Contact: Lori at k9pals2@yahoo.com.

THANK YOU

Special thanks to all of you for the beautiful floral
bouquet as well as your calls and prayers. I've been very
blessed to have so many friends help & comfort me during
my time of need. I expect to be out & about & seeing
everyone again soon!

Barbara Holland,
Whitney & Mr. Wiggles too!

5 TESTS TO TELL YOUR DOG'S 1.Q.

" By Jack Grover
Absolute Collies

How Smart is Your Dog?

“My dog is smarter than yours!” ... “Isnot!” ... Is too and
I can prove it!” Once upon a time, this challenge was
hurled from one child to another on playgrounds and in
neighborhoods. Today, you’re just as likely to hear a
barrage of these claims and counterclaims among adults.

Dogs, after all, have become surrogate children, and no
one wants to think their “children” are lacking in brain
wattage. Since the early 1990s, a number of tests have
been published that allow adults to “measure” their dogs’
brainpower (the most notable of these is Stanley Coren’s
book, The Intelligence of Dogs, by Bantam Press).

This assumes, of course, that they perform the test
correctly. Sometimes, intelligence tests tell a lot about the
smarts of the tester as well as the tested. Fortunately for
all of us, intelligence is not a prerequisite for love.

It shouldn’t be for a dog either —if he doesn’t do well, just
remember that anyone can be too smart for their own
good. Do you really want a dog that can open the
refrigerator, operate machinery or run up the credit
cards?

The following test (adapted from Coren’s more complete
version) should tell you if your dog is a canine-Einstein. If
he doesn’t do well, don’t get upset ... he may just be
playing dumb so you continue to cater to his every whim.

Setting Up the Test

Your dog should be at least a year old before testing him.
Treat the exam as a game, so he wants to do it. Each test
scores up to three points — but there are bonus points.

1. On a day you normally don’t walk the dog, quietly pick
up your keys, and his leash (and whatever else you
usually take with you) while he’s watching. If he gets
excited, score 3. If you have to walk to the door before he
knows it is time to go out, score 2. If he sits there with a
confused look on his face, give him 1 point.

Bonus points: If your dog typically lets YOU know when
he has to go to the bathroom — by bringing you his leash,
for instance'- score 2 extra points for a total of 5 points.
If he’s mastered the toilet, stop the test. Your dog is a
canine version of a brain surgeon.

2. With your dog out of the room, rearrange the furniture.
If he goes directly to his favorite spot on the couch — the
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one with his impression in the cushion— give him 3 points.
If he investigates the room and finds his favorite spot
within 30 seconds, give him 2 points. If he settles for a less
comfortable place because he’s just too lazy to make the
effort, score 1 point.

3. Take a large towel and gently throw it over your dog’s
head. If he manages to extricate himself within 1 to 15
seconds, score 3 points. If it takes 15 to 30 seconds, score
2. If he walks around with it all day, bumping into things,
score 1.

Bonus points: If your dog walks around all day with his
head covered by the towel and NEVER bumps into
anything, give him an extra point. Subtract points from
yourself for being so mean as to let your dog go around
with a towel on his head.

4. Now we’re going to test problem-solving ability. With
your dog watching, put a treat under a table or chair low
enough so your dog can only fit a paw, not his head. If
your dog reaches under with a paw and gets the treat
within 1 minute, score 3 points. If he uses his muzzle and
his paws, score 2 points, whether he gets the treat or not
(at least he’s trying). If he gives up after using just his
muzzle, score 1 point.

Bonus points: If your dog looks at the treat, then at you,
then at the treat again, then at you again, score 5 total
points. He knows if he looks at you mournfully long
enough, you’re going to reach under that nasty furniture
and get it for him.

5. Another problem-solving test. Construct a barrier from
cardboard. The barrier should be higher than your dog
when he’s on two legs. Attach two boxes to either side as
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support structures. The entire barrier should be about 5
feet wide. Cut a 3-inch-wide rectangular aperture in the
center of the barrier. The aperture should run from about
4-inches from the top to about 4-inches from the bottom.

Give yourself 10 points — those were pretty complicated
directions! As for the dog, show him a treat from the
other side of the barrier. If he walks around the barrier
within 30 seconds, give him 3 points. If he goes around
the barrier between 30 seconds and a minute, give him 2
points. If he gets his head stuck in the aperture, give him
1 point for trying.

Bonus points: Ifhe goes to someone else in the house and
gets a treat, give him 3 points — he knows how to get the
goodies.

Rating His Intelligence
16 points or higher: Your dog puts Lassie to shame. You
should hope to be so smart!

13 to 16 points: Well above average. He isn’t going to be
designing missiles, but he knows how to get what he
wants.

9 to 12 points: Okay, Fido isn’t exactly setting the world
on fire with brilliance, but he’s no slouch. Your dog is
comfortably in the middle.

5 to 8 points: Below average is no big deal. A lot of U.S.
presidents scored below average too.

1 to 4 points: Definitely not the brightest bulb, but so
what? With a dog as cute as yours, who needs smarts?

Less than 1 point: Check for breathing.

UPCOMING SHOWS
Event Date Close Superintendent Judges
OBEDIENCE ( Indoors ) 4/27/07 | 4/11/07 Onofrio Dog Shows, L.L..C. | Ms. Judi A. James
Baytown Kennel Club, Inc. (405) 427-8181
Ford Park mail@onofrio.com
Beaumont, TX
AKC Rally® (Indoors) 4/27/07 | 4/11/07 Onoftrio Dog Shows, L.L.C. | Mrs. Nancy D. Simmons
Baytown Kennel Club, Inc. (405) 427-8181
Ford Park mail@onofrio.com
Beaumont, TX
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UPCOMING SHOWS
Event Date Close Superintendent Judges
OBEDIENCE ( Indoors ) 4/28/07 | 4/11/07 Onofrio Dog Shows, L.L.C. | Ms. Lynn F. Eggers
Tri-State Kennel Club, Inc. (405) 427-8181
Grove Civic Center mail@onofrio.com
1720 South Main Street
Grove, OK
AGILITY (Indoors ) 4/28/07 | 4/11/07 Mary Johnson Terry Brown
South Plains Obed Training Club (972) 962-8941
Broadway & Ave. A infomaryj@att.net
Lubbock, TX
OBEDIENCE ( Indoors ) 4/28/07 | 4/11/07 Onofrio Dog Shows, L.L.C. | Mr. William L. Chaillot Sr.
Big Spring Kennel Club (405) 427-8181 Novice A, Open B & Utility A
1001 Birdwell Lane maijl@onofrio.com Mrs. Judith A. Brown
Big Spring, TX Novice B, Open A & Utility B
AKCRally® (Indoors) 4/28/07 | 4/11/07 Onofrio Dog Shows, L.L.C. | Mrs. Denise Tatro
Big Spring Kennel Club (405) 427-8181
1001 Birdwell Lane mail@onofrio.com
Big Spring, TX
AKCRally® (Indoors) 4/28/07 | 4/11/07 Onofrio Dog Shows, L.L..C. | Ms. Judi A. James
Baytown Kennel Club, Inc. (405) 427-8181
Ford Park mail@onofrio.com
Beaumont, TX
OBEDIENCE ( Indoors ) 4/28/07 | 4/11/07 Onoftrio Dog Shows, L.L.C. | Mrs. Nancy D. Simmons
Baytown Kennel Club, Inc. (405) 427-8181
Ford Park mail@onofrio.com
Beaumont, TX
AKC Rally® (Indoors) 4/28/07 | 4/11/07 Onofrio Dog Shows, L.L.C. | Mr. Gene Norman
Tri-State Kennel Club, Inc. (405) 427-8181
1720 South Main Street mail@onofrio.com
Grove, OK
OBEDIENCE ( Indoors ) 4/29/07 | 4/11/07 Onofrio Dog Shows, L.L.C. | Mr. Gene Norman
Bartlesville Kennel Club (405) 427-8181
1720 South Main Street mail@onofrio.com
Grove, OK.
OBEDIENCE ( Indoors ) 4/29/07 | 4/11/07 Onofrio Dog Shows, L.L.C. | Mr. William L. Chaillot Sr.
Big Spring Kennel Club (405) 427-8181 Novice B, Open A Utility B
1001 Birdwell Lane mail@onofrio.com Murs. Judith A. Brown
Big Spring, TX Novice A, Open B & Utility A
AKC Rally® (Indoors ) 4/29/07 | 4/11/07 Onofrio Dog Shows, L.L.C. | Mrs. Linda Lantz
Beaumont Kennel Club, Inc. (405) 427-8181
Ford Park mail@onofrio.com
Beaumont, TX
OBEDIENCE ( Indoors ) 4/29/07 | 4/11/07 Onofrio Dog Shows, L.L.C. | Mrs. Paula P. Barras

Beaumont Kennel Club, Inc.
Ford Park
Beaumont, TX

(405) 427-8181
mail@onofrio.com
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UPCOMING SHOWS
Event Date Close Superintendent Judges
AKC Rally® ( Indoors ) 4/29/07 | 4/11/07 Onofrio Dog Shows, L.L..C. | Mrs. Denise Tatro
Big Spring Kennel Club (405) 427-8181
1001 Birdwell Lane mail@onofrio.com
Big Spring, TX
AKC Rally® ( Indoors) 4/29/07 | 4/11/07 Marilyn Dial Mr. William A. Oxandale
NE Arkansas Dog Training Club (870) 476-5387
1108 Highway 49B
Paragould, AR
AGILITY (Indoors ) 4/29/07 | 4/11/07 Mary Johnson Terry Brown
South Plains Obed Training Club (972) 962-8941
Broadway & Ave. A infomaryj@att.net
Lubbock, TX
AKCRally® (Indoors ) 4/29/07 | 4/11/07 Onofrio Dog Shows, L.L.C. | Ms. Lynn F. Eggers
Bartlesville Kennel Club (405) 427-8181
1720 South Main Street mail@onofrio.com
Grove, OK
AGILITY ( Indoors ) 5/4/07 4/20/07 Ms. Becky Swearingen Terry Elger
Springfield MO Dog Training Club, (417) 881-2527
8802 M Hiway thrpk9@mchsi.com
Mount Vernon, MO
AKC Rally® ( Indoors ) 5/5/07 4/18/07 Vikki Youngmeyer Ms. Sandra L Walroth
West Houston Obedience Dog Club (281) 277-0553
8425 West Road vikkiy@windstream.net
Houston, TX
AGILITY (Indoors) 5/5/07 4/20/07 Ms. Becky Swearingen Carol I Voelker
Springfield MO Dog Training Club, (417) 881-2527 Terry Elger
8802 M Hiway thrpk9@mchsi.com
Mount Vernon, MO
OBEDIENCE ( Indoors ) 5/5/07 4/18/07 Vikki Youngmeyer Mr. Joseph R. Harper
West Houston Obedience Dog Club (281) 277-0553 Novice A, Open B, Utility A & B
8425 West Road vikkiy@windstream.net Mrs. Patricia N Gannon
Houston, TX Novice B & Open A
AGILITY (Indoors ) 5/6/07 4/20/07 Ms. Becky Swearingen Carol I Voelker
Springfield MO Dog Training Club, (417) 881-2527 Terry Elger
8802 M Hiway thrpk9@mchsi.com
Mount Vernon, MO
AKC Rally® (Indoors ) 5/6/07 4/18/07 Vikki Youngmeyer Ms. Sandra L, Walroth
West Houston Obedience Dog Club (281) 277-0553
8425 West Road vikkiy@windstream.net
Houston, TX
OBEDIENCE ( Indoors ) 5/6/07 4/18/07 Vikki Youngmeyer Mrs. Patricia N Gannon
West Houston Obedience Dog Club (281) 277-0553 Novice A & Open B
8425 West Road vikkiy@alitel.net Ms. Linda J. Bryan

Novice B, Open A, Utility A & B
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Happy Tails To You

Mobile Dog Grooming
“Convenience for you, )
less stress for your pet!” Anita Brashier
' 408-7770
L

Nancy Haddock
405/843-6313
www.twisteragaility.com

email: pan twisteragility.com
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Care

405.209.7999

carcgpctandhomc.com

+ Pet Sitting Bonded
* Mid-Day Break Insured
¢ House Sitting

. FctTransPortah’or\
* Homemade Pet Treats




Oklahoma City Obedience Training Club, Inc
P.O. Box 60685
Oklahoma City, OK 73146

The Courier is the official newsletter of
OCOTC. Itis not copyrighted and portions of
itmay be reprinted providing appropriate credit
is given to the author(s) and this newsletter.

OCOTC Courier
Barbara Wood, Editor
P.O. Box 63

Stratford OK 74872-0063
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